
Staff Have 
the Power... 

Through PLAY!
As the sixth bus of the day pulls 
onto Constitution Boulevard to 
unload a host of very excited field 
trip children, CDM staff members 
enthusiastically run out to greet 
our guests. During the late spring 
months (dubbed “field trip season”) 
and summer months, average 
attendance is up at the Museum, 
much to the delight of our front 
desk and experience crew staff. 

Additional guests bring more 
opportunities for play. The staff 
at the CDM fully embraces our 
mission: inspiring the love of 
learning through the power of play. On any given day you can see our staff 

hard at work (and play) making pizza in the Avanti’s Pizza Kitchen, playing chess 

with visitors on the 2nd Floor or just enjoying 

what they do. Our staff loves creating play 

experiences that continue the power of play at 

home.

Having welcomed over one million visitors, we 

staff work doubly hard on issues of sanitation 

and museum upkeep. Our daily staff routine 

includes cleaning and sanitizing everything 

from fruit in the Fresh Market, to puppets 

in the Puppet Theater, to “grain” balls in 

AgMazing. Costumes, baby clothes and soft 

toys are laundered, while other exhibit items 

are sprayed down and tidied up. Casey Coker, 

a front desk and floor supervisor says, “On days 

when we’re extremely busy, sanitization is more 

important than ever! The staff is very invested 

in making sure that kids learn and have fun 

here in a way that is safe for them.”
	

Our staff is committed to providing each visitor that walks through the door 

with a powerful play experience. Be sure to visit us during the summer months 

when we will be open seven days a week; our staff is sure to greet you with a 

smile! 

June-August 2012

Don’t Miss This!
 Super Hero  

Family Fun Night!
	 All ages

Join the CDM 
for an evening 
of Super Hero 

fun! 

Are you brave 
enough to take a trip 

through our Bat Cave? 
Can you decode invisible 

ink in Peter Parker’s Science Lab? Be sure 
to wear your favorite Superhero costume 
and design your own mask to go with 
it. Try your hand at themed games and 
enjoy a light snack too!

Date: Friday, July 20
Time: 6-8 p.m.
Cost: $2 Museum 
members/ 
$8 non-members
Activity # 907520-01

Front Desk SUPERvisor Vickie Robertson 

welcomes a field trip with a smile!

An excited group of students being 

greeted by CDM staff!

Meet a Farmer 
Day 	
Meet your local farm 
families and ask 
questions about food 
and farming. Join us in AgMazing on the 
second floor of the Museum for hands-
on activities and the chance to win a 
farm tour for your own family. 

For further information and to see how 
Illinois farmers are growing your food 
with care, visit www.watchusgrow.org. 

Date: Saturday, June 16 
Time: 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Cost: Free with paid Museum admission
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101 E. Beaufort St., Normal, IL 61761
309-433-3444  • ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

The Children’s Discovery Museum is a division of the Town of  
Normal Parks and Recreation Department

Contact Shelly Hanover at (309) 433-3453 or 
shanover@normal.org to register for an orientation and 
to have a Summer Youth Volunteer Packet sent to you.

CDM Summer Youth Volunteer Program
Ages 13-17
Energetic and outgoing teens spend their summer leading 
activities, assisting with special events, working in the exhibits, 
and playing with visitors, all while gaining real work-life 
experience! 

All volunteers are required to attend an orientation/training 
session. Volunteers may work up to two, 3-hour shifts per week.
Orientation/Training - Required
(lasts approximately 90 minutes)
Date: Wednesday, June 6 
Time: 1 p.m.
Date: Thursday, June 7 
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Date: Thursday, June 7 
Time: 1 p.m.
Date: Monday, June 11 
Time: 9:30 a.m.

NEW! Innovation Station Volunteer Lab Assistants
Ages 15 and older
Volunteers will lead hands-on science activities with visitors on 
the 2nd floor. Topics this summer include: aviation, geology and 
astronomy!

Additional Lab Training Required 
Date: Wednesday, June 13
Time: 1:30 p.m.

Great American 
Backyard Campout 
A partnership with 
Sugar Grove Nature 
Center and the 
Children’s Discovery 
Museum
Grab your sleeping 
bag and tent and join 
us as we celebrate the 
great outdoors for 
this national event! Bring your family and enjoy science and art 
activities about nature, listen to the sounds of the woods as you 
take a night hike, view the stars with the twin city astronomers, 
explore Imagination Grove or just sit by the campfire for stories 
and songs. A campfire dinner and light breakfast are included. 
MIN/MAX: 25/100  

Date/Time:  Set up camp at 3 p.m., June 23
Break up camp at 10 a.m., June 24
Age:  All ages – children under age 18 must be accompanied 
by a paying adult
Location:  Sugar Grove Nature Center
Cost: $8 Museum members/$10 non-members per person 
ages 3 and above. Children under the age of 3 are free.
Activity #  906560-01 

American Solar Challenge
A partnership between the 
Children’s Discovery Museum, ISU 
Team Mercury, ISU CeMast
Take part in the American Solar 
Challenge as the solar cars make 
a stop in Normal on the ISU 
Campus.  

Watch the cars drive in for a 
pitstop, talk to drivers, look under 
the hood, learn about these 
cars of the future, participate in 

hands-on activities for children, and visit our vendor booths on 
Wednesday, July 18th.  

Then cheer on ISU Team Mercury as the cars depart the 
morning of July 19th for their next leg of the race.

Dates: July 18-19
Time: TBA - Visit www.ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net for 
more details as they become available.
Location: ISU Parking lot on School Street across from First 
United Methodist Church

An engaging and interactive mini-exhibition for family audiences 
about nanoscale science, engineering, and technology.

Description:

Nano is an interactive exhibition that engages family audiences in 
nanoscale science, engineering, and technology. Hands-on exhibits 
present the basics of nanoscience and engineering, introduce 
some real world applications, and explore the societal and ethical 
implications of this new technology. 

Nano was created by the Nanoscale Informal Science Education 
Network (NISE Network) with support from the National Science 
Foundation. The Nano exhibition is intended for long-term display in 
museums across the United States, where it will engage millions of 

Nano will be fabricated; all copies will 
be identical and distributed to museum partners free of charge. The 
exhibition complements NanoDays events and other NISE Network 
educational experiences. 

Specifications:

▶ footprint: 400 square feet
▶ 
▶ signage: bilingual English and Spanish 
▶ audience: families with children 
▶ location: indoor museum use; not designed for portable  

outreach events
▶ power: one exhibit component requires electricity
▶ maintenance: minimal

How can I get the Nano mini-exhibition  
for my institution?
NISE Network partner institutions in the U.S. can apply 
through a competitive application process. Up to 50 copies of 
Nano will be awarded. Mini-exhibitions will be distributed free 
of charge to successful applicants. Online applications are 
due March 1, 2012.

What is the timeline?
A small number of mini-exhibition copies were produced 
in 2011 and will undergo additional visitor evaluation. The 
remaining copies will be produced in 2012 and 2013. 

Commitments?
Successful applicants must agree to:
▶ display the complete mini-exhibition for at least one year
▶ own the mini-exhibition  
▶ report yearly for up to four years
▶ sign a display and ownership agreement 

More information:
▶  Host Resources, Images, and Video Walkthrough:
    www.nisenet.org/catalog/exhibits/nano_mini-exhibition
▶ Public web page: www.whatisnano.org
▶ Contact: exhibits@nisenet.org

Developed by the NISE Network with funding from the National Science Foundation under Award Nos. ESI-0532536 and 09040143

Nano Exhibit 
traveling to CDM!
Staff recently 
learned that the 
CDM has been awarded a collaborative grant for a 
mini exhibition called Nano! 

Nano is an interactive exhibition that engages family 
audiences in nanoscale science, engineering, and 
technology. Hands-on exhibits present the basics of 
nanoscience and engineering, introduce real world 
applications, and explore the societal and ethical 
implications of this new technology. 

Nano was created by the Nanoscale Informal Science 
Education Network (NISE Network) with support from 
the National Science Foundation. This collaborative 
grant enables us to partner with the Discovery Center 
Museum in Rockford, IL and the Orpheum Children’s 
Science Museum in Champaign, IL to host the mini-

exhibition on a rotation schedule amongst the three institutions 
for the next three years.  As soon as we are notified of our 
exhibition dates, we’ll be sure to share them with you, so stay 
tuned!



Advanced registration is required for all Museum classes.  Payment must accompany registration.  
Cancellations must be received at least three business days prior to the start of the program to receive household credit.
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Backyard Adventure
We will listen to Just Me and My Dad 
by Mercer Mayer, make frog puppets, 
decorate bug catchers, and more!

Playful Learners I - Ages 12 to 24 months
Date	 Time	 Activity #  
June 7	 6-7 p.m. 	 906000-01
June 8	 9-10 a.m.	 906000-02

Playful Learners II - Ages 24 to 36 months
Date	 Time	 Activity #  
June 14	 6-7 p.m. 	 906100-01
June 15	 9-10 a.m.	 906100-02

Playful Learners III - Ages 3 to 4 year olds
Date	 Time	 Activity #   
June 21	 6-7 p.m. 	 906200-01
June 22	 9-10 a.m.	 906200-02

Under the Sea
Create an under the sea scene, decorate a 
colorful fish, play with sand, and more!

Playful Learners I - Ages 12 to 24 months
Date	 Time	 Activity #  
July 12	 6-7 p.m. 	 907000-01
July 13	 9-10 a.m.	 907000-02

Playful Learners II - Ages 24 to 36 months
Date	 Time	 Activity #  
July 19 	 6-7 p.m. 	 907100-01
July 20	 9-10 a.m.	 907100-02

Playful Learners III - Ages 3 to 4 year olds
Date	 Time	 Activity #   
July 26	 6-7 p.m. 	 907200-01
July 27	 9-10 a.m.	 907200-02

Spiders
We will listen to Miss Spider’s Tea Party 
by David Kirk, make spider hand-print art, 
have a pretend tea party, and more!

Playful Learners I - Ages 12 to 24 months
Date	 Time	 Activity #  
Aug. 9	 6-7 p.m. 	 908000-01
Aug. 10	 9-10 a.m.	 908000-02

Playful Learners II - Ages 24 to 36 months
Date	 Time	 Activity #  
Aug. 16 	 6-7 p.m. 	 908100-01
Aug. 17	 9-10 a.m.	 908100-02

Playful Learners III - Ages 3 to 4 year olds
Date	 Time	 Activity #   
Aug. 23	 6-7 p.m. 	 908200-01
Aug. 24	 9-10 a.m.	 908200-02

Playful Learners at the Children's Discovery 
Museum!
Are you looking for a way to play and learn with your young child? 
If so, then Playful Learners is just for you! Each class is designed 
specifically for you and your child to learn and play together. 

Each one-hour class begins with group time where children and 
adult partners play and interact with each other, sing and dance 
to music, and listen to a story or participate in finger plays. From 
there, the class will break up for center time which includes age-
appropriate hands-on activities, exploration stations for fine motor 
skill development, and movement activities targeting gross motor 
skills around a central theme. Hopping, crawling, twirling and 
dancing... it’s all in the curriculum at the CDM! MIN/MAX: 5/12

Cost: Playful Learner I $6 member/$10 non-member; Playful Learner II $7 member/$11 non-member; 
Playful Learner III $8 member/$12 non-member; Additional Adults $4

We’ve Got the Power Through Partnerships

Through program partnerships, the Museum has harnessed the power 

of our entire community to engage and educate.  The CDM is fortunate 

to work with a variety of partners, both locally and nationally, to provide 

the most innovative, engaging and unique learning experiences for our 

visitors.  

Naturally, having Illinois State University just a few blocks from the Museum has sparked a multitude of 

collaborations. Partnerships range from science to theater, to nursing to agriculture and beyond!   

This summer, the Museum’s camps are powered by partnerships! Shakespeare the Puppeteer is a brand-new 

venture with the Illinois Shakespeare Festival. Participants will have the opportunity to explore the art of 

puppetry and the power of Shakespeare in this magical camp! During Learning on Location, our partners 

are opening the doors of their labs, greenhouses and dig sites for campers to discover what it’s like to be an 

environmental scientist, horticulturalist and paleontologist.  

Powered by more than 40 local and national partnerships, the museum’s educational impact extends into places 

and experiences far beyond our doors.



Early Explorers
Ages 4-5 years old
Be like the big kids and get ready to 
explore and discover! Early Explorers is 
a drop-off program that features a story 
and related hands-on activities. Program 
Cost: $9 Museum members/ $13 non-
members. MIN/MAX: 5/15    
 
Nature Investigations		
We will make a nature collection jar, 
decorate flower pots, and plant flowers.

Date: June 16
Time: 10-11:30 a.m. 
Activity # 906202-01

Ocean Adventure			 
Let’s learn about creatures that live under 
the sea!  We will make ocean dioramas 
and ocean sand art!

Date: July 21  
Time: 10-11:30 a.m. 
Activity # 907202-01

Recycled Art 
Join us as we make masterpieces from 
recycled materials!  We will make bubble 
wrap prints, foam sticker stamps, and 
crayon shaving sun catchers!

Date: August 18
Time: 10-11:30 a.m.  			 
Activity # 908202-01

Discovery Day Camps
Entering 1-6th Grade
Join us for a day filled with fun! All 
Discovery Day Camps have a theme 
and include various hands-on activities, 
Museum exploration and snack. Camp 
is held from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Camp 
attendees will be separated into 
groups according to age/grade level. 
Campers must bring a sack lunch or 
pre-order prior to the day of camp 
an Avanti’s Lunch from the museum 
for $5. The Avanti’s Lunch includes 
a 1/3 gondola, bag of baked chips, 
applesauce, and a 100% juice box (no 
substitutions allowed). Program cost: $30 
members/$35 non-members. 
MIN/MAX: 10/45

Feeling Buggy
It’s summer time and the bugs are out! 
Let’s take a closer look and explore the 
world of bugs. We’ll investigate a variety 
of bugs, learn all about the anatomy of 
bugs and even create bugs of our own.  

Date:  August 13
Activity # 908432-01

Let’s Play Games
Time to get outside and play games!  We’ll 
be challenged to work as teams, test our 
speed and agility, and be inventive as we 
tackle a variety of games.  

Date:  August 14
Activity # 908432-02

Engineering Challenges
Put your engineering skills to the test 
as you design and build towers, safety 
devices, contraptions, and tools in this 
innovative camp.  

Date:  August 15
Activity # 908432-03

Outer Space Adventures
Let’s take a rocket into space and explore!  
We’ll build rockets, learn about the solar 
system and become space explorers.
 
Date: August 16
Activity # 908432-04

Summer Fun
Join us for an end of summer celebration!  
We will play games, make kites, create fun 
summer crafts and so much more.
 
Date:  August 17
Activity # 908432-05

Pitter Patter Play and Learn 
Families with children 4 and under
Bring your children to a Museum class 
designed to educate the whole family in a 
playful, hands-on environment. Children 
will have so much fun they won’t even 
know they are learning, while caregivers 
develop tools to use at home. 

Multiple children families welcome! 
Program price includes program and 
museum exploration for one child and 
one adult. 

Program cost: Ages 6 months to 4 years: 
$6 per child Museum members/$10 per 
child non-members/additional adults $4 
(children under 6 months are free) MIN/
MAX: 6/16

Safari Adventure
Join us as we go on an animal adventure!  
We will listen to Starry Safari by Linda 
Ashman and Jeff Mack, make giraffe 
thumbprint art, create a safari sticker 
scene, and more!

Date: August 2 • Time: 6-7 p.m.
Activity # 908210-01

Meet Beaufort, Uptown’s 
resident quacker!



Homeschool Classes 
Ages 5-13 years old
Delve into a world of exploration during a two hour drop-off 
program designed to stimulate a child’s interest in science, 
art, literature, and culture with age-appropriate, hands-on 
activities. Cost includes program and Museum exploration 
for one child. Program cost (unless otherwise indicated): $10 
Museum members/$14 non-members. MIN/MAX: 5/15   

5-8 year olds
Junior Chemists
Fizz, pop, bang!  We’ll discuss basic chemistry terms and 
theories in this hands-on class.  Mix together ingredients to 
make lots of chemical reactions!

Date: Thursday, August 23	
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.	
Activity # 908300-01

Date: Friday, August 24		
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.	
Activity # 908300-03

9-13 year olds
Astronomy
We’ll take a look at our solar system and the stars in the sky as 
we investigate the field of astronomy.  

Date: Thursday, August 23	
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.	
Activity # 908310-01

Date: Friday, August 24		
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
Activity # 908310-02

Homeschool Family Programs 
Join us for a family adventure this summer and explore the 
wonders of science, history and art.  Families with children 
5-13 years old are welcome to attend. At least one parent 
must accompany any children registered.  Please bring a sack 
lunch.  

The Art of Glass Blowing
The Children’s Discovery Museum is partnering with University 
Galleries and the School of Art of Illinois State University 
to present a family day program entitled The Art of Glass 
Blowing. 

Open to families with children, this one-day program will 
show you the history of glass blowing, starting with the 
hot shop and ending with an exhibition! Beginning with an 
introduction at ISU’s Vitro House—ISU’s glass hot shop—we 
will explore glass blowing with demonstrations by the doctor 
of glass, ISU professor and international glass art phenom, 
John Miller. After this introduction, we will travel to University 
Galleries to view the exhibition Studio Glass at 50: A Tradition 
in Flux, where we will continue our program. The exhibition 
commemorates the history of contemporary glass art and 
highlights historic contributors to the movement—including 
ISU Emeritus Professor, Joel Philip Myers—and contemporary 
practitioners like John Miller. The exhibition at University 
Galleries opens on July 14 and continues through October 14, 
2012. Please bring a sack lunch and drink. MIN/MAX: 10/28

Date: July 26
Time: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Location: Meet at the CDM lobby, we will be walking across 
the ISU campus to the various locations.  
Cost per child:  $12 member/$16 non-member		
Activity # 907320-01
Cost per adult: $2						    
Activity # 907320-02



Museum Programming Registration Form 

Parent/Guardian:  ______________________________________________________ Address: ____________________________________________________

City: ______________________________________________________________________  State: _ ____________  Zip: _ _____________________________

Home Phone #: _________________________Cell Phone #: __________________________ Email Address: _________________________________________

May we add your email address to the ListServ to receive email updates?  Yes _____  No _____

Child’s Name: _ _____________________ Date of Birth: ______________ Grade: __________

Child’s Name: _ _____________________ Date of Birth: ______________ Grade: __________

Child’s Name: _ _____________________ Date of Birth: ______________ Grade: __________

Participant’s Name		  Activity #	 Section #	 Date(s)	        	 Fees

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Passholder:   _____ Yes	 _____ No			   Total Fee $______________

Make Checks Payable To: 	 Town of Normal CDM
Mail Checks & Form To: 	 Children’s Discovery Museum
			   Education Coordinator
			   101 E. Beaufort St. 
			   Normal, IL  61761

o	 Check here if your child cannot be photographed for publicity 	
		  purposes. 

o	Check here if your child has any allergies or special needs we _	
		  should be aware of. Please list: _______________________

		  _______________________________________________

o	Check here if you’ve updated your contact information.

o	 Check here if you do not receive our newsletter and would 	
		  like to be added to our mailing list.

For further information or questions, please contact the 
Education Department at (309) 433-3449.

Payment must accompany registration. Three business day cancellation required for credit.

Ages 4-5 
Preschool Camp: Super Why!
Date: June 4-5
Time: 9:30-11:30 a.m. FULL	
Time: 1:30-3:30 p.m. 

Entering Kindergarten
Kinder Camp: Curious George
Date: June 25-29 • Time: 9-Noon

Kinder Camp: Sid the Science Kid
Date: July 30-Aug 3 • Time: 9-Noon

Entering 1st and 2nd grades 
Camp Discovery: Nature Camp
Date: June 11-15 • Time: 9-4

Camp Discovery: Around the World
Date: August 6-10 • Time: 9-4

CAMPS @ 
the

Entering 1st-2nd and 3rd-5th grades
Camp Discovery: Shakespeare the 
Puppeteer!
Date: July 23-27 • Time: 9-4

Entering 2nd through 5th grades 
Camp Discovery: CDM…a Star is 
Born!
Date: June 18-22 • Time: 9:30-3:30

Entering 3rd-6th grades
Camp Discovery: Explorers Camp
Date: June 11-15 • Time: 9-4

Camp Discovery: Extreme 
Challenge Camp
Date: August 6-10 • Time: 9-4

Entering 4th-7th grades
College for Youth: Mystery Festival  
Date: July 9-13  • Time: 9-Noon
To register, call College for Youth at (309) 
438-2160 or fax in (309) 438-5364. 
Registration begins April 2.

Off-Site Camps - Heartland 
Community College

Entering 1st-3rd and 4th – 6th grades 
Camp Discovery: Kids in the 
Kitchen!
Grade: 1st-3rd 

Date: July 23-27 • Time: 9-Noon
Grade: 4th-6th 

Date: July 23-27 • Time: 1-4 p.m.

Entering 5th-8th grades
Camp Discovery: Girls Learning  
on Location 
Date: June 25-29 • Time: 9-4

Camp Discovery: Amusement Park 
Science
Date: July 30-August 3  
Time: 9-Noon or 1-4 p.m.

To register, call Heartland Community 
College at (309) 268-8160. Or you can 
register via the web at www.heartland.
edu/communityEd



Discover Who’s On Board
The Children’s Discovery Museum Foundation exists to support the mission and vision of the Children’s 

Discovery Museum, to raise funds to help underwrite the expenses of Museum exhibits and programs, and 
to advocate on behalf of the Museum to the community at large.

Children’s Discovery Museum Foundation Board of Directors
Byron Blotcky • Linda Bowman • Sarah Curtis • Charles Dennis • Caroline Halperin • Kelly Harbert

Holly Houska  • Peggy Hundley • Jill Jones • Tammy Monk • Larry Nolan • Monica Noraian
Lesley Reeter • Andrea Thorpe

Every gift to the Children’s Discovery Museum and its Foundation is vital as we continue to build new and exciting exhibits; provide free 
passes and scholarships; and develop new and innovative programs that inspire the love of learning through the power of play.

I / We would like to make a donation to the Children’s Discovery Museum Foundation

Amount: $ _____  Name to be used for recognition purposes: ______________________________________________________
Would you like this donation to remain anonymous? Yes _____   No _____

Address: _____________________________________________ City: __________________________ ST: ____  Zip: ________

Phone: _ _________________________  Email: __________________________ Signature:_______________________________

Credit Card #: _____________________________________________________ Exp. Date & CVS Code:____________________

You may make your donation by check, cash or credit card. Please detach and return to: 
Corey Schultz, The Children’s Discovery Museum, 101 E. Beaufort Street, Normal, IL 61761  

Special thanks to these 
donors for their pledge 
payments, donations and 
memorials:
Jean and Gary Baumhardt
Megan and Victor Boschini
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Capodice
Caterpillar Foundation
David and Grace Chow
COUNTRY Financial
Rosemary Dustman
James and Susanne Edmondson 
The Enchelmayer Family 
Linda and Bob Goodall
Samantha Greenburg, in honor of 	
	 Shari Buckellew
Drs. Mark and Holly Houska
Illinois Deptartment of Natural 	
	 Resources
Jill Jones
Andy Kehl
Jun-hyun Lee 
McLean County Medical Society 	
	 Alliance
Meijer
Andrew Moody
John and Mary Ann O’Donnell 
Ann and Dave Pontius
Jay and Pam Reece
Ringer Community Endowed 	
	 Fund—Illinois Prairie 		
	 Community Foundation
Annabel Swanson
State Farm Companies 		
	 Foundation
Carol Struck
Andrea Thorpe

Special thanks to Peggy Hundley 
for donating her WGLT Day 
Sponsorship to the CDM.

The Power of Making Memories
Every Friday for the past nine years, JoAnn Emerson has 
started her day at 4 a.m. Her husband, she jokes, gets to 
sleep in until about 6:30. On most days, however, Dale 
Emerson wakes up at 3:30 to start his flex shift at Horace 
Mann Insurance in Springfield where the couple lives. 
For the past nine years, Dale has worked 10 hours a day, 
Monday through Thursday, so he and JoAnn can have 
Fridays off to spend time with their grandchildren. “It’s 
important to have a bond with them. We know they’ll go 
off and do their own things one day. But we’ll always have 
these Fridays,” says JoAnn.

For the Emersons, Fridays are spent at the Children’s Discovery Museum. When their oldest 
grandchild, Brennen, was three, they decided to check out the old museum on Empire Street in 
Bloomington, where they returned a couple of times. Then, in 2004, JoAnn received a family 
membership to the new museum in Uptown Normal as a gift, and they’ve been here ever since. 
“The kids love it!” JoAnn says. “Their favorite exhibit is the Imagination Theater on the third floor. 
That’s how we always end our weekly visits.”

As Brennan and their other grandchildren, Grace, Ethan and Evan have grown older, the routine 
has evolved little by little. Brennan started attending elementary school, then Grace, then Ethan. 
Finally, Evan, who turned 5 this April, will be attending kindergarten in the fall and the Emerson’s 
trips to the Children’s Discovery Museum may become less frequent. But, they won’t end. “We 
may start volunteering here!” JoAnn says. “We’ve always loved how personable and friendly the 
staff has been.” Though, at this time next year, the Museum may have one less knight bravely 
scaling the Lucky Climber, the staff is honored to be a part of such an extraordinary family and the 
memories they have made playing and learning together.

JoAnn and Dale Emerson and their knight 
in shining armor, Evan.



Blue Star Museums offers free admission 
to active duty military, including Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Marines, 
National Guard, and Reserve members, 
with up to five family members. 

Blue Star
Museums
arts.gov/bluestarmuseums

Blue Star Museums is a collaboration among the National 
Endowment for the Arts, Blue Star Families, the Department 
of Defense, and more than 1,500 museums.

Go to arts.gov  
for more information.

FINE ARTS SCIENCE HISTORY MUSIC FILM CRAFTS TOYS GARDENS ZOOS
AND MORE

Town of Normal Children’s Discovery 
Museum Foundation
101 East Beaufort Street
Normal, IL 61761
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CHILDREN’S 
DISCOVERY MUSEUM 

FOUNDATION

Summer Museum Hours (June, July & August) 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Saturday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Thursday & Friday, 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m.

Phone: 309-433-3444  • Admission is $6 per person ages 2 and above

Special Holiday Hours

The CDM will be closed Memorial Day, Monday, May 28.

Annual Museum Shutdown
The CDM will be closed for its annual Shutdown and Maintenance Days 

September 3-11. We will reopen Tuesday, September 12 at 9 a.m.

For up-to-the minute news including driving and parking directions 
and event information, visit www.ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Search for  
@DiscoveryMuseum

Search for “Children’s 
Discovery Museum”

CDM is a  

Blue Star 

Participant!

101E. Beaufort St. Normal, IL  • 309-433-3444  
www.ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Shop & Explore the  
Discover More! Store!

Children’s
Discovery

museum

Disc    verMore
StoreNorm

al, Ill.

The Discover More! Store is  
chock-full of new arrivals. Stop in 

soon to see the great merchandise!

Hape Toys • Melissa & Doug • PlasmaCar  
Hot Wings • Fancy Pals • Science Kits 
Games • Puzzles • Books • Infant Toys 
Bath Toys • Toy Tractors • Much More!

Free Gift 
Wrapping!

Discover personalized 
shopping assistance 

AND free gift 
wrapping at the 

Discover More! Store.


