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ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Cost: $11 Members/
Museums for All
$16 Non-Members

Young and old, witches, pirates, princesses, dragons and comic book heroes
are invited to Halloween Hoopla. Families will enjoy dressing up in costume,
trick or treating in the exhibits, spooky science and lots of spooktactular
themed hands-on games and activities. Museum exhibits will be transformed
into not-so scary immersive experiences to delight and fright! Plus, FREE
face painting by the Zoo Crew to complete your costume.

Register online at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Children must be accompanied by a paying adult.
Costumes should be “kid friendly” no full-face costume masks for adults.

Friday, October 29
6:00–8:00 p.m.

Fall Hours
Member Monday
(Members Only)
9 a.m. – 12 Noon
Tuesday
Closed
Wednesday
Closed

PLAY
NOW

Thursday
9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday
9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday
1 – 5 p.m.

We are following Restore Illinois and IDPH guidelines. Masks are
required for everyone 2 and older regardless of vaccination status.

Closing at 3 p.m.
on Friday, October 29

Early Childhood

Play, Learn and Grow
Play is the work of a child. Play, Learn
and Grow is created for children ages
2–4 years to learn about the world
around them through play. Our programs
are designed speciﬁcally for the
parent/caregiver and child to learn and
grow together through various types of
play and explorations!
Class will begin with circle time where
we sing a Hello song together and read
a story introducing the theme. Next,

parents and children will work together
to explore STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art, & math) activities that
develop social, problem-solving, and
gross and ﬁne motor skills. Activities
include sensory exploration, building
activities, process-based art activities,
dramatic play, exploring math concepts,
and so much more! To wrap up our time,
parents and children will gather for music
and movement activity, bubbles and a
good-bye song.

2-4

years

with
Adult
Partner

This program is a parent/child program.
All participants will be required to wear
a mask for the entirety of the program.
Classes will be limited to 5 parent/child
pairs each session. Each family will have
their own designated table to complete
activities at as well as their own set of
manipulatives for use throughout the
class.

Under Construction

Halloween Fun

Thankful Families

Holiday Traditions

Thursday, September 16
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, October 21
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, November 18
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, December 16
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Thursday, September 16
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 21
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, November 18
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, December 16
6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, September 17
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday, October 22
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday, November 19
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Friday, December 17
9:00 – 10:00 a.m.

Cost: $12 Members / Museums for All | $17 Non-Members | Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Early Childhood Program Kit
Thursday, September 16 (Under Construction)

COVID Guidelines
We are following IDPH and CDC
guidelines. Masks are required
for all visitors, program
attendees, volunteers and staff
regardless of vaccination status.
Please visit our website at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
for current information and
updates.
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2-5

years

Thursday, October 21 (Halloween Fun)
Thursday, November 18 (Thankful Families)
Thursday, December 16 (Holiday Traditions)

Cost: $12 Members / Museums for All | $17 Non-Members
If your family is not quite ready to attend in-person programs, but you are missing
Miss Erin’s hands-on activities, we have a kit option for you! Kits will include a link
to Miss Erin reading the story that goes along with each kit’s monthly theme
and guidance through one activity. Kits will also include an activity guide
with directions and most of the supplies for 6 hands-on activities that focus
on STEAM based learning through ﬁne motor, process art, and sensory
exploration activities. Supplies not included are common household materials
such as markers, scissors, a cookie sheet, large mixing bowl, measuring cups, etc.
Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Homeschool Programs
4-5

years
Drop Off

Early
Explorers

Home School programs are available to all students between
the age of 5 and 13. We ask that families sign up their child
for the appropriate section. These programs allow children
to experience STEAM based activities and concepts through
hands-on experiments, building and play.
Time:
Cost:

9:30–11:30 a.m.
$15 Members/Museums for All
$20 Non-Members

Cost: $12 Members / Museums for All
$17 Non-Members

5–8 YEARS OLD

Register online at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

September:
Sun Science

November:
Physics and Art

Early Explorers is designed for 4 and
5-year-old children to gain independence
and experience a structured classroom
environment without their grownup.
Children will start class at their table
exploring a tabletop activity. From there, we
will move into circle time where classroom
expectations are established, we sing a
greeting song, and read a story to introduce
the day’s topic. Then we will work through
two structured activities back at our tables
with a music and movement break in
between to get our bodies moving. Class
will end with another circle time to review
our morning and sing a good-bye song.

Summer is coming to an end,
so let’s celebrate by learning
and about the sun with solar
experiments.

How well do physics and art mix?
Join us as we launch, spin, and
move our way to create beautiful
works of art!

Thursday, September 2
Friday, September 3

Thursday, November 4
Friday, November 5

October: Owls

December: Magnets

Learn about what makes owls so
fascinating. We will discover more
about the special senses and features that make them different
from other birds. We will even get
to dissect an owl pellet!

Explore the magic of the unseen
force of magnetism. We will
learn about magnetic ﬁelds,
what magnets attract and more
through hands-on discovery.

All participants will be required to wear a
mask for the entirety of the program. Each
child will share a table with another child;
however, they will sit at opposite ends from
each other to allow for physical distancing.
Each child will also have their own set of
supplies and manipulatives for use through
the class.

Under Construction
Saturday, September 18
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Halloween Fun
Saturday, October 23
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Thankful Families
Saturday, November 20
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Holiday Traditions
Saturday, December 18
9:00 – 10:30 a.m.

Thursday, October 7
Friday, October 8

Thursday, December 2
Friday, December 3

9–13 YEARS OLD

September: Lego
Animation

November: Coding

Stop motion animation is one
form of video creation. We will
create your own video story
using legos!

Learn the basics of coding and
binary as we code our names.
Then we will explore robots that
can read color codes by playing
with Ozobots.

Thursday, September 2
Friday, September 3

Thursday, November 4
Friday, November 5

October: Owls

December:
Video Game Design

Dissect an owl pellet and learn
what these raptors eat. Explore
their distinctive features to learn
what makes owls different
from other raptors. Discover
owl habitats and species that
live in our area.
Thursday, October 7
Friday, October 8

We will build on what we
learned last month as we
explore Makey Makey’s and
create your own video game
controller, then build your
video game in Scratch!
Thursday, December 2
Friday, December 3
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Discovery Day Camps offer children an opportunity
to engage in STEAM based learning through play.
Each day consists of play time in the classroom
while students are arriving, themed activities, 30
min lunch, more fun activities, then snack and play
time in the classroom during pick up. Children must
bring a sack lunch and a water bottle to class.

K-5

grade

8:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.
$51 Members / Museums for All
$56 Non-Members
Register online at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Exploring Contemporary Art
in the Community
Explore the work of contemporary artists and create your own
masterpiece inspired by a guided tour of Illinois State University
Galleries. Then explore the styles and media you learned about as you
create your own artwork back at the Children's Discovery Museum!
All participants will be required to wear a mask for the entirety of
the program. Classes will be limited to 20 students each group.
Each program will need a minimum of 5 students to run.

7-10
years

Friday, September 24
Ancient Egypt
Explore ancient Egypt
as we learn about the
customs and traditions,
such as mummiﬁcation and
hieroglyphics, from a past civilization.

Monday, October 11
Physics & Art
How well do physics and art mix?
Join us as we launch, spin, and move
our way to create beautiful works
of art!

Friday, October 22
Spooky Science
Halloween is just around the corner.
Explore science that makes you
question, “What is going on?” Then
learn the science behind the odd
experiment.

Saturday, September 4
Saturday, November 20
1:00 – 4:00 p.m.
Free with pre-registration thanks to
a grant from the Illinois Prairie
Community Foundation. Register online
at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net

Volunteer
at the CDM!
Volunteering at the Children's Discovery Museum is an extraordinary
way to give back to your community all while having a great time!
Through our dynamic volunteer program, you can help with annual
fundraising events or on an ongoing basis in our hands-on exhibits,
programs, special events or administrative office. Help out and have fun!
Who? High School & College Students, Retirees, Young Professionals,
Corporate & Non-Proﬁt Groups
What? Play, clean and reset exhibits, assist staff with programs,
administrative projects, special events and more!
How? Visit ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net to join the team
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Ages:
Time:
Cost:

Family

PAINT
NIGHT

Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
Join us for a fun opportunity to create and paint together
as a family! Each family registration (1 adult & 1 child)
includes any art making supplies needed for the activity,
and guided instruction every step of the way. No prior
painting experience is required!

Sunset Hot Air
Balloons Canvas
Painting

Pumpkins and
String Lights
Canvas Painting

Thursday, September 23

Thursday, October 21

Autumn Gnome
Canvas Painting

Winter Cardinal
Canvas Painting

Thursday, November 18

Thursday, December 9

Ages:

Family

Children in K-5th grade
and their adult
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
$36 Members /
Museums for All
$41 Non-Members

WORK SHOPS

Time:
Cost:

Children in K-5th grade
and their adult
6:00 – 8:00 p.m.
$36 Members /
Museums for All
$41 Non-Members

Register online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
STEAM Challenge Workshops offer parents and children an
opportunity to engage in hands-on STEAM based learning
and exploration together. Each program consists of instructor
led discussion of STEAM principles and various STEAM
challenges that parent/child pairs will work together to solve!

STEAM Challenge Workshop
Count Your
Chickens
Challenge

Spider Web
Engineering
Challenge

National Chicken Month

Friday, October 15

Friday, September 17

Build your own spider web
(out of yarn, string, etc). The
challenge is to determine
which materials and which
“web structure” will result in
the strongest web (ie. can carry
the most weight) and can
capture the most prey in a
given time frame.

Build a chicken coop! Include a
nesting box that ensures eggs
won’t break as the chickens lay
them.

Build a Bridge
Challenge
Historic Bridge
Awareness Month
Friday, November 19
Learn about the different types
of bridges that exist and for
what purposes. Build your
own bridge using hydraulics
technology!

Coding Challenge
Computer Science
Education Week
Friday, December 17
Learn basics of coding and
binary, explore conductivity
with a Makey Makey creating
your own video game
controller or electric
instrument.
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NEW EXHIBIT

Building an
Exhibit from Home

It’s not easy to design a 1,100-squarefoot exhibit from home, but our team
at the Children’s Discovery Museum did
just that. Healthy Me is an immersive,
interactive exhibit designed to help
children and their families learn that
children can make decisions every day
to help them live healthy, ﬂourishing
and vibrant lives.
We began the planning process for the
exhibit in August of 2019 when we sat
down with community experts to
establish our learning goals. During the
statewide, shelter-at-home in the Spring
of 2020, staff conducted research on
exhibit components and met with our
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team of designers at Luci Creative and
Ravenswood Studio to design this
unique and colorful space.
When it was safe for our Staff to return
to the Museum, we collectively decided
that the fabrication and installation
should move forward as planned. Our
team worked together in new ways, and
we shared new skills with each other as
we reviewed construction documents.
That decision saved thousands of
dollars and avoided ongoing material
delays due to covid.
In August of 2020, Luci Creative and
Ravenswood Studio provided a Zoom

tour of our exhibit from their warehouse
since a traditional tour was not available.
While our doors remained closed, we
worked with them to ﬁnalize the exhibit
components. Our 2020 virtual Doctors
in Concert event raised the ﬁnal dollars
needed to fully fund the exhibit and we
pushed forward with installation.
Today visitors to the Museum will
immediately notice the new look and
feel as they check into the play space.
We plan to host a grand opening when
it is safer to host larger events.

Thanks for helping
us BOUNCE BACK!

FOUNDATION

Thank you to our friends at the Illinois
Farm Bureau for helping the CDM
Bounce Back! The Illinois Farm Bureau
provided a generous gift to support the
Bounce Back Campaign and inspired
giving from several Illinois County Farm
Bureaus by hosting a dollar-for-dollar
matching challenge. Thank you, Illinois
Farm Bureau!

As we transition out of the pandemic,
the CDM is focused on recovery so we
can continue to serve children and their
families with low-or no-cost programs.
Our prolonged closure paired with
limited visiting hours and our promise
to extend membership for the time lost
means that we will likely not see our full
revenue return for several years.

If you’d like to help the CDM’s
Bounce Back Campaign, you can
donate through our website at
ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net or
by using the tear out on the bottom
of this page.

Support Our Mission
Here is my gift to support new exhibits and programs at the Children’s Discovery Museum!
Name for recognition purposes: _____________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________ City: __________________________ St: ____ Zip: _________
Phone: __________________________ Email: __________________________Signature:_______________________________
Make your gift online at ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net/163/Inspired-Giving

Please contact me about:
□ Event Sponsorship
□ Exhibit Sponsorship
Please detach and return to:
Children’s Discovery Museum
101 E. Beaufort Street, Normal, IL 61761

□
□

Scholarships
Making A Legacy Gift in my will

The Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonproﬁt organization created to support the mission
and vision of the Children’s Discovery Museum. Gifts are tax-deductible.
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Museum
Memberships

I
CDM

Basic Membership ($100)
Unlimited general admission for two adults
and all children under 18 living in the same
household.
With additional discounts on programs,
birthday parties, and Discover More Store.

Don’t forget–PLUS and Grandparent
Members receive free or 1/2 price
admission to over 600 museums
across the country.

PLUS Family Membership ($135)
Basic Member Beneﬁts, PLUS...
One free guest admission each visit to CDM
FREE or 1/2 price admission at over 600
participating ACM and ASTC Museums

Visit ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
for a complete listing of participating
museums.

Grandparent Membership ($130)
Unlimited general admission for grandparents
and their grandchildren.
Basic membership beneﬁts, PLUS...
One free guest admission each visit to CDM
FREE or 1/2 price admission at over 600
participating ACM and ASTC Museums
For more information contact Shelly Hanover
(309) 433-3453 or shanover@normal.org

Pack your PLUS membership card
for extra savings at many family
vacation destinations!

Thursday–Sunday

November 18–21
Members will enjoy 20% off all items
in the Museum Store, including
Yogibos, Plasma Cars, Lux Blox, Squigs,
MagnaTiles and Gravitrax. This is the
time to start or ﬁnish your holiday
shopping—with FREE gift wrapping.
PLUS, receive $20 off when purchase
or renew a CDM membership. Perfect
for holiday giving!

a
l
y
a
l
P
Like a gala but much more fun!
Ticket Deadline: Friday, September 3

Eat, Drink & Support the Power of Play!
Thursday, September 9, 2021 | 7:00 –10:00 PM
Tickets: $100 | www.childrensdiscoverymuseum.net

Silent Disco

Mixology

Weird Science

Board Member Highlight | Ben Harmon

Ben Harmon Ends Board
Term with High Marks
Despite Hard Times During
Pandemic Shutdown
Ben Harmon

CDM Foundation Board Member Ben
Harmon had a tough choice to make as
his ﬁnal year of board service arrived.
Taking on the role of Board Chair was
the easy decision in early 2020. The
CDM was coming off a successful year
of welcoming its 2 millionth visitor to
its Uptown location and celebrating 25
years of playful learning. However just
a few weeks later, Ben would commit
to an ambitious fundraising goal as the
COVID-19 pandemic forced major
event changes and cancelations. That
would require an even higher level
of commitment and leadership — all
from a remote location.
“We would have struggled to bounce
back without people like Ben,” said
CDM Executive Director Beth Whisman.
“Our Foundation leadership and our
donors really responded when we
needed them the most. Ben’s ﬂexibility
and genuine concern for our staff and
Museum families made a big difference
during our hardest days.”

Ben helped the Foundation meet
the fundraising challenge with an
unwavering commitment to the CDM
family and his fellow board members,
leading a successful effort to double
the Foundation’s annual contribution
during the year-long shutdown.
“As with many businesses and museums
around the world, COVID caused a huge
disruption for the Children’s Discovery
Museum by closing most in-person
operations for over a year. I’m most
proud of the way the Museum staff
and Board reimagined programs and
events to keep things moving during
the closure,” Ben said.
“Whether it was the staff creating
packets that kids could use at home to
continue learning through play, or the
Foundation Board using virtual events
to ensure we did not miss a beat on
raising money for programs and new
exhibits, everyone involved stepped up.”

Ben Harmon and family at
Halloween Hoopla 2020

Ben ﬁnished six years of board service
in June 2021, but he once again showed
his loyalty to the Museum’s mission
when he agreed to volunteer for the
return of the annual Medici Craft Beer
& Jazz Festival in July. He plans to keep
supporting the CDM and the Foundation’s
efforts to build new exhibits and to
improve access for all playful learners
from across Central Illinois.
“Inspiring the love of learning through
the power of play is an easy mission
to get behind. Once I started getting
involved on the Board and interacted
with Museum staff who are passionate
about their work, it became even easier
to support the mission,” he added. “I’m
excited to see all of the great exhibits,
programs, events and future successes
that will happen in the years to come.”
To learn more about the CDM Foundation
or to make a donation in honor of Ben’s
success, visit the About Us page at
www.childrensdiscoverymuseum.net.

CDM Foundation Board
The Children’s Discovery Museum Foundation exists to support the mission and vision of the Children’s Discovery Museum,
to raise funds to help underwrite the expenses of Museum exhibits and programs, and to advocate on behalf of the
Museum to the community at large. The Foundation is a 501(c)3 nonproﬁt organization. Gifts are tax-deductible.
Rob Widmer, Chair
Paul Scharnett,
Vice Chair

Sarah Sturgill,
Secretary
Mark Jontry, Treasurer

Elise Albers

Samuel Gray

Terry Ogunleye

Patrick Bane

Tracie Henry

Theresa Prosser

Marlene Dietz

Lauren Lurkins

Mitch Stebel

Birthday
Parties

$

RESTARTING OCTOBER 1!
Make it the most memorable party ever at the Children’s
Discovery Museum! Fun, easy and all the exhibits your
kids (and grown-ups) love to play in.
What’s included:
䡲

21 total guests (adults and children)

䡲

90 minutes in the Party Room

䡲

Unlimited Museum exploration

䡲

Special gift for the birthday child

䡲

Memories to last a life-time

and

Cost:
$155 Member/$175 Non-Member
$50 non-refundable deposit required for reservation
$8/additional guest
$15/additional birthday child

Sell your handmade items and gadgets during Day of
Play. Sellable items include artwork, jewelry, crafts, and
more! All items must be made by kids (5-18 years old).
All sellers must be accompanied by an adult. (No
food items)
Date: Saturday, September 25
Time: 10:00 a.m.–3:00 p.m.

For best availability
book at least
3 weeks in advance.
For more information
or to reserve your
party call 309-433-3455
or email ABoggs@normal.org

Holiday
and
Private
Rentals

Cost: $10/participant for one-half of an 8-foot table
$20/participant for an 8-foot table
To reserve your space contact Rachel Carpenter
309-433-3449 or rcarpenter@normal.org

The Holidays will be here before you know it. The
Museum is the perfect place to host large family
gatherings, corporate events, and special parties.
We offer options for groups and budgets of
every size, from private museum rentals to room
rentals. Let our staff take care of all the details.
Catering and bar service options available upon
request. Non-proﬁt rates available.
Contact Abby Boggs at 309-433-3455 or
ABoggs@normal.org for more details and to
make your reservation!
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Town of Normal
Children’s Discovery
Museum Foundation
101 E. Beaufort Street
Normal, Illinois 61761

Fall Hours
Member Monday (Members Only): 9 a.m. – 12 Noon
Tuesday: Closed
Wednesday:Closed
Thursday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Friday: 9 a.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturday: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday: 1 – 5 p.m.
Closing at 3 p.m. on Friday, October 29
Please visit ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net for
updates on hours, reservations and COVID 19 policies.
Phone: 309-433-3444
Web: ChildrensDiscoveryMuseum.net
Masks are required for ALL visitors 2 years and older

Search for “Children’s
Discovery Museum Normal”

Search for @DiscoveryMuseum

Search for @cdmnormal

YouTube.com/ChildrensDiscoveryMuseumNormalIL

SATURDAY
SEPTEMBER

25
10 AM – 3 PM
UPTOWN NORMAL

60 VENDORS

BIKE RODEO

NASA ACTIVITIES

TOUCH
A TRUCK

GIANT
SANDBOX

STAGE
ACTIVITIES

MUSIC

STEAM
CHALLENGES!

OUTDOOR
EXHIBITS

